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On Yizkor we remember those who came before us. We're Jews today because of
them. Because of what we saw in our homes and felt in Synagogues we're here
today. The memories we have shape us. Halachically, some leaders of P.L.O.
could be Jewish because Mother Jewish. They were kidnapped by Arabs but
they're not Jewish in feeling and children aren't. Last night I talked about
the fact that the reason so many people unhappy because they think they can
pursue happiness. They run, run, run. They can't make a commitment. They're
afraid they're going to miss something. They can't get married. Perhaps
there's a prettier, nicer girl. They can't have children, perhaps they'll
miss skiing, bowling, developing themselves. These people wrong. We must
make commitments only by making commitments can a person be happy. What's
more there are only a few basic experiences in life. And by the time a person
is 21 or married he's had them all. All the rest are variations on the same
experience. Moshe Rabeinu received the Torah on Mt. Sinai and he came down
with the second Ten Commandments on Yom Kippur. That's why this is a day
of forgiveness. Moshe Rabeinu stayed on mount 40 days. In 40 days he learned
all Torah. 1Is this possible? He learned basic structure. Basic structure
Chidusheen, new things still being learned from Torah. Constitution of U.S.
small document. Books of things derived from it can fill this Synagogue to
ceiling. Basic experiences the same. 3Infinite number of variations. True,
we don't have perfect knowledge. If we have perfect knowledge we would never
make a bad decision. We don't have perfect knowledge. But we are assured
of G-d's help. That's why we pray. We must make commitments. Life has its
ups and downs. That why Moshe put the broken pieces of the first Ten Commandments
in the same ark as Ten Commandments. Life can be aggravating. Commitments
are hard. To make a commitment can bring aggravation and obstacles but its
also the only way to happiness, to inner joy. We have to go through physical
to get to spiritual. 1In order to arrive at spiritual we have to make a
commitment. In the Torah it says that on Yom Kippur we afflict our souls.

How can we say that? We're fasting, not eating, drinking, we're afflicting
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our bodies. The answer is if our bodies are suffering our souls are, too,
they can't reach spiritual heights. We also read how we're supposed to fast
on 9th we fast on 9th we fast on 10th of Tishri. Answer, we're supposed to
eat and drink on 9th. The 9th we even say al chait. The holiness of Yom Kippur
attaches to the 9h also. We see that in order to have holiness of Yom Kippur
we must go through physical. 1In order to achieve spiritual you must give of
time, energy, and means. Like a violinist who plays. Spiritual is music.

But in order to produce music we have to practive and practice and prackice.
Like athlete train body. We Jews in order to be Jews must make a commitment
and this commitment must be physical. Mental commitment without physical
action is idol worship. They become fantasies. They're unreal. We're here
today because our parents made commitments. Jews who don't make commitments
may stay Jews on periphery of Jewish life but their children won't be Jews.
There will be no one here to say Yizkor for them. We Jews are called upon to
make commitments. Jews just 30 years ago had to make terrible commitment.
Story about Rabbi Avigeta, how he as a boy witnessed the turmoil of a mother
who was forced by Nazis to choose which of her little children 4 and 3 should
live. She couldn't choose. They killed them both. How can you choose
between children? Nothing is better than something sometimes. We called upon
to make a commitment only of money, time, and energy. Let's hope we'll always

be to choose when something is better than nothing.




